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“4 Play of Love” completes the list of interludes known to be written by, and 
also those attributed to, ‘fohn Heywood. All are included in “ The Tudor 
Facsimile Texts.” When Hazlitt compiled his “ Bibliography of Old English 
Literature,” only one copy of this play was scheduled as extant. It was, 
moreover, imperfect; and of a later edition than the present one, having been 
printed by Waley between 1547-58. Since then earlier impressions, printed 
in 1533 and 1534 by the brother-in-law of the author, Wm. Rastell, have 
been discovered. Of these, two copies, one of each date, are at present known. 

I am again indebted to the courtesy of the Pepysian Library authorities at 
Magdalene College, Cambridge, for permission to reproduce their unique example 
of this early interlude. 

Pasted in the Magdalene original on A. 1. verso (back of title-page) 1s 
a portrait engraving of Samuel Pepys: .otherwise the page is blank. As one 
of the special features of this series is to show originals as thoroughly as may 
be as they actually exist to-day, the portrait is retained. In truth, as we are 
indebted to the jovial secretary to the Admiralty and the president of the Royal 
Society of his day for a uniquely dated copy of “A Play of Love,” it is not 
unfitting that his industry and taste as a collector, and his consequent connec- 
tion with the early and later developments of English literature, indirect though 
this be, should be thus perpetuated. 

Mr. R. B. Fleming, contrasting this facsimile with the original copy, says 
that “taking the book generally the result is very good; the only real ‘fault’ 
is the blurred patches, and these are trifling in any page. There is a stain on 
the lower half of all pages, most pronounced on the outside edges; this occurs 
all through the book.” Particular criticism is as follows :— 


(1) Title-page, this is much discoloured, specially the edges. 
(2) [&, j.] verso, the portrait is a very good reproduction of the original. 


(3) WB, iif. and [titf.] verso, are somewhat blurred, particularly the /atter. 
The same “fault” occurs on lower half of [€. ittij.] verso and 
[D. ttij.] verso. 

(4) C. j. and C. tf, verso, [C. ttif,] recto and verso, and on &, itj. recto, 
the type shows through very much in the original, which is very 
“* foxey” in places. 
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I have more than once referred to the fresh light recent research has thrown 
on the career and social status of “fohn Heywood. Hitherto little indeed has been 
known, though conjecture was rife. Naturally, in the very circumscribed space 
now at my disposal, I can supply little more than the baldest sketch of some of 
the lines of recent inquiry; and I must perforce omit all detail, with many 
points also altogether untouched. I trust what follows will be of interest; 
and, for the rest, I can only refer to my forthcoming volume on the subject. 


Sir Joun More 


d. 1532. 
| 
Sir Tuomas More, EnizasetH = Joun Raster, 
beh. 1535. printer, d. 1536. 
| | | 
Wim, JouN. EvizaBeTH = Joun Heywoop, 
b. 1508; d. 1565, ‘¢ Gentleman,”’ “« King’s Servant,”’ 
m. daughter of Dr. «Player on the Virginals,” ** Master 
Clements, probably of the Children,” Dramatist, Dis- 
no issue. putant, Epigrammatist, Proverb- 
monger, Political Pamphleteer, 
Lord of the Manor of Bulmer, 
Political or Religious Refugee, 
&c.3 b. 1496-7; d. 1578-80 in 
Louvain. 
Exus, S.J.. | Jasper, S.J.. Joanna [Stusss], Extzaseru I Mansi} EvizaseTH, = Joxun Donne, 
d,in Louvain, d. 1597-8. (notinD.N.B.). (notin D.N.B.).  d. 1631 in her | a citizen and iron- 
1578. son’s house ‘¢in | monger of London, 


great decay.” d. 1590, leaving his 
son equal (nowa- 


days) to £36,000. 


Joun boss 
poet and dean of St. Pauls, 4. in 1573, in 
Bread St., Cheapside, in same house as 
Milton, 35 years later; m. a daughter of 
Sir Geo. More of Loseley (a distant con- 
nection) in 1600; d. 1631. Had twelve 
children, of whom the eldest daughter, 
Constance, m. twice; the first time Edward 
Alleyn, the actor and founder of Dulwich 
College. 


Two points I must premise: in the first place when I approached the 
subject nearly four years ago I was struck by the slavish fashion in which many 
writers on English literature followed the same track, copying from and quoting 
one another. This, combined with the utter paucity, apparently, of original 
research led me, in the second place, to jot down the known facts of Heywood's 
record. With these as my starting-point I planned the assault and sack of 
every possible source of additional knowledge of the man, his times, his circle, 
and his work; whether from documents, assoctations, chance references, or any 
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other likely quarry. In this connection Heywood’s flight and residence in the 
Low Countries obviously suggested inquiry abroad. Seeking advice of Professor 
Bang of Louvain University as to some one competent to undertake such research, 
I was astonished to be informed that the work had “already been done” tn 
Matines, Louvain, and Antwerp ; that the result would be related in “ Englische 
Studien” ; and that I was welcome to the use of the new material. I am, 
therefore, “indebted. to this source for somewhat that follows (Band 38, 2, 234). 

The most important discovery 1s that Heywood’s social status was much 
superior and more assured than is generally supposed. The evidence of actual 
descent 1s not yet complete; but, as regards the social standing of his relatives 
and connections, his known and ‘probable friends and acquaintances, his children 
and his grandchildren, the Table on page vi ts suggestive. I must, however, leave 
many interesting side-lights unremarked for the time being, with one exception : 
Heywood and his wife were of sufficient standing and close enough intimates 
of the Mores to be specially mentioned as informed of the comment of the Emperor 
Charles on Sir Thomas More’s execution. 

Other points of particular interest on which new light has been thrown, or in 
respect to which inquiry 1s still in progress, relate to his place of birth, his university 
career (he probably went as early as fourteen—as did Wolsey and Udall ; while his 
grandson, “fohn Donne, went to Oxford when only eleven), his going to Court, his 
actual position there (it would appear he was musical tutor to the Princess Mary 
—a fact which explains much—and afierwards was associated with the Princess 
Elizabeth), the pertod of his literary activity, his advancement under Queen Mary, 
the connection between “ The Spider and the Fly” and the Queen’s grant of Bulmer 
(of which the Duke of Leeds is the present lord of the Manor), the probable date 
and companions of his flight to the Low Countries in the early days of Elizabeth, 
Wm. Rastell’s will (in which Heywood’s children chiefly benefited) and its con- 
nection with the family property in England, his children, grandchildren, and 
other descendants, &c. 

I can only find further space to briefly narrate the newly discovered facts 
concerning his declining years. It was already known that in 1575 (April 8) he 
wrote to Burghley from Matines (“where I have been despoiled by Spanish and 
German soldiers of the little I had”), thanking him for ordering his arrears from 
his land at Romney ta be paid to him, and speaking of himself as “an old man 
of seventy-eight”; also that in a list of refugees (dated ‘fan. 29, 1576) he is 
mentioned—*‘ “fohn Heywood, Gent. of Kent” (Egerton Papers, 6 3-5): This is 
supplemented by the following extracts from a contemporary manuscript (in French) 
by Father Droueshout, S.f., entitled “ History of the Society of fesus at Antwerp.” 
I omit for the present all but the most salient facts : 


“ In 1573 Elizeus [Heywood] S.F., proceeded from England to Antwerp to discuss 
matters with the magistrate of the city. The General of the Company (Society of Fesus) 
allowed him to continue to reside in Antwerp, where his knowledge of several languages 
made him very useful. [D.N.B. says he became spiritual father and preacher in the 
house at Antwerp.| Elizeeus’ father then lived at Malines; persecuted for the faith, 
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he had come from England and settled himself there. His son, the Fesuit, went to see 
him and console him. That, however, interfered with his work, and it was for this reason 
that Father Mercurian, General of the Society [of Fesuits|, authorised the fathers in 
residence at Antwerp to admit to the College, with lodging and separate table, Elizeus’ 
father, ‘ that worthy old man,’ ‘ your venerable father” This admission took place 
in 1576. 

““ When the troubles broke out at Antwerp in 1578, the fesuits decided to send to 
Cologne ‘those of us who would find it most difficult to save themselves by flight. We 
despatched to begin with John Heywood, the old octogenarian, with one of our number 
[un de nos religieux] to accompany him and conduct him to that town,’ but he was 
stopped at the gates of the city, and the partisans of Mathias and the States compelled 
him to return to the College, whence ‘ none might go out before they were all alike 
chased out. [April 1§78.] 

““ The criminal oath, which tt was sought to impose on all the religieux (to acknow- 
ledge the Pacification of Ghent and to fight against the Spaniards), being refused by the 
Fesuits, on the day of Pentecost their College was broken into and sacked, all the Fathers 
being made prisoners, including Fohn and Elizeus [Heywood]. They were conducted 
together to the Bierhofd gate to be sent by water to Malines. Mathias and [the Prince 
of | Orange held different views as to violence. 

“(The Prince of | Orange sent a courier to Malines so that the magistrates might 
keep the prisoners outside the gates, and secretly sent sixty horsemen to await them and 
kill them. The ‘Fesutt prisoners, while on the water, addressed themselves to Mathias, 
who, destrous of saving them, sent beforehand to the commandant at Lierre to proceed 
to Malines, with a sufficient escort, to render assistance to the prisoners, and to send a 
courier to Louvain to Don Fuan [the Spanish commander| for him to do the same, to meet 
the Fathers midway between Malines and Louvain. 

“The prisoners arrived at Malines, and were forthwith condemned to be expelled. 
At half-past six in the evening, a few minutes before their expulsion, the escort arrived 
from Lierre. They met the Franciscans, also driven out of Antwerp. The escort of 
Don ‘fuan was at its post, and all triumphantly entered Louvain on the 26th May 1578. 


“The two Heywoods were benefactors of the Society [of Fesus].” 


The year 1578 probably saw the end of Heywood’s earthly pilgrimage, an 
old man of eighty-one: his son Ellis died the same year, as also did William Roper, 
his life-long friend. His son, “fasper, survived till 1597-8, whilst Elizabeth 
Donne lived well into the next century, till 1631, dying only about three months 
before her celebrated son, the poet and Dean of St. Pauls. | 

This inquiry once reopened has already proved fruitful of results, and there 
are many signs that before long the materials for a really satisfactory biography 
will be available. Here, as I have already insisted, I can but barely refer 
to a small portion of the new evidence even now to hand, and reiterate that 
research 1s proceeding actively in several directions. 


JOHN S. FARMER. 
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